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I bave coveted no man's ſilver, or gold, or apparel. Lea, you. 
yourſelves know, that theſe hands. have miniſtered unto my neceſ- 


INTERDUM. VULGUS RECTUM VIDET# © | 


PRINTED BY J. GALES, IN THE 
M, cc, LXXXIX. 


x, . * 
wd * 

5 « 67 

oy 2 2 A... 
1 3 75 ; a 9 2 8 
12 a 4 2 „ . * 3 N os . 
- MP * 

% „ 


7 


* 


QUA 


* 


= 
4 


. AcTs, c. XX. 5. 3+ 


8 * ** 81 N . 
8 


e 


bc. 


% 
as 
by 4 | 
"BI 


%*; 
"= © 
2 


2 


. 


4 


. 
I * 
e 
HY 
5 
* ” 
x Sa 


ene 


a, As : 


* 
* 
, bg * * 
at; 5 
- * * 
a 
. Sy 


mo 
* 4 
I 4 
22 * LY * 
Ns 5 
5 * * A 
* * 
bo 
. - 
* 


Or the following few remarks it may not be im- 
proper to obſerve,—1, That as they were printed 
without the knowledge of any of the writer's 
friends, ſo he alone is accountable for the excep- 
tionable parts they may contain: and, 2. That he 
doth not believe the author of the Addreſs to be 
an advocate for the injuſtice and cruelty, that have 
been, and ſtill are practiſed, in eccleſiaſtical proſe- 
cution for the ts ods of tithes, 


| W. B. <5 


nel. Bill, the 27th day of the 
7th month, I 28 | 
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AN ADDRESS 
TO THE 
PEOPLE CALLED QUAKERS. 
4 Chriſtian 3 


4 | 
| Ties circular letters annually written 
by your ſociety, I always read with plea- 
| ſure, as they appear to breathe that ſpirit 
of manlmeſs, in union with fimplicit) and 
meehneſs, which compoſes a true chriſtian 
character. At the ſame time I have been 
compelled to lament the ſingularity of ſome 


of your opinions, equally repugnant to the 
declarations of the Scriptures and the dic- | 
. tates of common ſenſe, At preſent I ſhall 


Content 
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content myſelf with offering to your con- 


ſideration π obſervations only, ſuggeſted 

to my mind by the peruſal of your letter 
inſerted in this paper“ laſt week ; and which 
Jam led to communicate in this public 
manner from thinking very highly of your 
ſeriouſneſs, probity, and love of truth. 


1. Ye there aſſert your perſuaſion, that 
every Miniſter of the Goſpel ſhould preach 
the word without price, becauſe our Sa- 
viour has ſaid, Freely ye have received, 
freely give: Matt. x. 8. Now, I preſume 
that, no interpretation of any paſſage can be 
allowed, that makes rhe ſcripture clearly 
and undeniably coNTRADICT ITSELF.— 


. Obſerve then, that in this very chapter, nay 


in the next paſſage of this chapter, our Sa- 
viour bids his Apoſtles to make zo provi- 
ſion of money or cloaths for their Journey : 


and for what reaſon ? Let him anſwer for 


himſelf. For, ſays he, the Workman is 
WORTHY OF HIS MEAT ; moſt evidently 


i bg if words are capable of any mean- 


£0 


The Nottioghem Journal, 


ing, that the Apoſtles might reaſonably ex- 
pect a ſupply of the conveniencies and necęſ- 
| ſeries of life, as a reward for their ſpiritual 
 Jabours. 


« But, if this declaration of our Lord 


were not ſo plain, that he, who runs, may 


read it, and even an infant may under- 
ſtand; the Apoſtle Paul, who muſt be 
ſuppoſed to have perfect information of his 
Maſter's ſentiments, maintains this gh. 
of Goſpel-minifters to a ſupport from their 
profeſſion, expreſsly and more at length, 
both by a fair ference from God's W 
diſpenſation to the Jets, and by an appeal 


to the ſenſe and reaſon of mankind.— See 


1 Cor. Ix. 1—15. He concludes his ar- 
gument 1 in theſe unequivocal and deciſive 


We Even ſo hath the Lord ordained, 
that they, which preach the . * . 


LIVE OF - THE GOSPEL. 


Now I ſhould be glad to ſee a ſolution 


of this difficulty, and a reconciliation of 
_ Chriſt 


SJ 
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| C8) 
=» Chriſt to himſelf, and to St. Paul, in a plain 
= © in unſophiſtical manner, upon your principles. 
I will not heſitate to tell you, how theſe 
= 220 paſſages are eaſily reconcileable upon nine. 
I be context will decide the matter at once. 
= It runs thus: Heal the fich, cleanſe the le- 
: 3 pers, raiſe the dead, caft out devils : Henk 
* ; 1 ye have . Hech . 


| Is it pofſible, I aſk any man, for human 
1 language to convey an idea with more plain- 
EB - _ neſs and perſpicuity ? The Apoſtles are or- 
dered to exert their MIRACULOUS GIFTS 
| without price, and to ſuffer no temptations 

| of intereſt to induce a proſtitution of theſe 
© © EXTRAORDINARY POWERS. And how 
+ | could this injunction be expreſſed in terms 
wh more intelligible to every reader? Hence 
it was, that, when fo long time after this, 
Simon the magician offered to purc haſe of 
Peter the gifts of the Holy Spirit for money, 
1 he received that ſevere rebuke from the 

| Apoſtle, which is recorded by the facred 
5 EE: 3 in fred vii. 3 55 and thither 
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l | 
I refer you. This paſſage, therefore, gives 
no countenance at all to your doAririe, and 
has no connection with it. | 


& 2, Ye make mention in this letter of 
thoſe converts, who occaſionally embrace 
your opinions from a conviction of their 
truth. I can deviſe no aſſignable motive 
for this procedure, but a wiſh to impreſs on 
the minds of your countrynien an idea of 
the gradual increaſe of your ſect. I am not 
_ conſcious to myſelf of any want of candour 

and benevolence on this occaſion, and will 
readily accept any other reaſon, which you 
will declare to be the true one. Anſwer 
me then this queſtion ; Is it ingenuous, is 
it conſiſtent with a love of truth, to ſay 
nothing of thoſe numerous, reſpectable cha- 
raters, who are conſtantly abandoning your 
community, from a conviction of the ab- 
ſurdity of many of your principles ; and 
to conceal, what ye cannot but know, the 
5 ˙ 
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GRADUAL DECLENSION of your .. in 
this kingdom ? 


<Thave many things to ſay unto you upon 
the ſubje& of your religious tenets, but I 
am not willing to ſpend my time and op- 
portunities to no purpoſe ; and ſhall there- 
fore wait to ſee, whether any of you are 
ready to follow the Apoſtle's direction of 
giving à reaſon of the hope, that is in you, 
0 every one that aſteth it: 1 Peter iii. 15. 
Your character is concerned in this addreſs ; 
and I earneſtly aſſure you that, ſhould any 
individual of your ſociety, who takes the 
ſcriptures and reaſon for his guide, have the 
courage to write in the ſpirit of truth, fim- 
plicity, and gentleneſs, he ſhall be anſwered 
in the ſame ſpirit. Truth is to me that pearl | 
of great price, which I would gladly pur- 
Chaſe at the expence of all the emoluments 
and enjoyments of this world : and am 
ready to profeſs your principles, and to be- 


come one of your — if ye can prove 
them 


FO 


them agreeable to that word of God, by 
which we ſhall all be judged at the laſt 


95 


day. 
A BEREAN, 


AND NO FRIEND TO TYTHES, 


Nottingham, Fuly 12, 1 789. 
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OBSERVATIONS 
on THE 
Addreſs. 3 
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OBSERVATIONS, &c. 


A writer is ſometimes as eaſily recog- 
niſed by the characteriſtic peculiarities of 
his ſtyle, as an old acquaintance is, by 
the well-remembered features of his face. 
In the foregoing addreſs, I think I perceive 
the hand of a friend, whom I have long 
admired for his uncommon abilities, and 
eſteemed for his many chriſtian virtues. 
I profeſs not, at preſent, to enter fully into 
an argument with him; leaving that to 
perſons of greater ability and more leiſure, 
I propoſe only to make a few curſory ob- 
ſervations. SOM 


The 
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The peculiar tenets of the people called 
Quakers, and that, among the reſt, reſpect- 


ing tithes, have, for more than a century, 


been the ſubject of frequent, various, and 


ample diſcuſſion. Now, I think, it might 


reaſonably be expected that, whoever en- 
gages in a controverſy, let the ſubject be 
what it will, ſhould, in the firſt place, take 


ke trouble of makin g himſelf acquainted 


with what has been already advanced con- 
cerning it. At leaſt, he ſhould not, with- 


out ſufficient reaſon, treat thoſe who may 
' have gone. before him in the fame path, as 
if they were altogether unworthy of his 
. regard, which he certainly doth, when he 


writes as if not one ſy llable had before been 


+ written. on the ſubject. A want of due at- 
tention ta this rule has frequently occaſion- 


ed an unneceſſary and tireſome repetition 
and multiplication of words, without any 


addition to the general ſtock of know- 
ledge, or uſeful conviction. This obſer- 
k vation may, I believe, with the ſtricteſt 
propriety, be applied to the writer of the 


9 4 b fore- 


® 


("0 


foregoing addreſs. Had he been at the 
pains of acquainting himſelf with ſome of 
the often repeated arguments that have been 
publiſhed in As of the non-payment 
of tithes, I preſume the obſervations, he has 
now communicated, would have been with- 
held, from a knowledge of their inſufficien- 
cy, at leaſt to convince thoſe, to whom 
they have not unfrequently before been un- 
ſucceſsfully addreſſed. 


The declaration“ freely ye have re- 
| ceived” —and the conſequent injunction— 
© freely give”—did certainly apply to'the 
power ien to the Diſciples of Chriſt 
of working miracles; and not to that only, 
but to every divine gift with which they, 
as apoſtles, were endued, and of which the 
qualification of effectually preaching the 
Goſpel was incomparably the moſt extra- 
ordinary and important, inſomuch that 


every other divine diſpenſation v was made = 


ſubfervient to it. 
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The epiſtle of the yearly meeting, re- 
ferred to in the addreſs, aflerts that the 
forced maintenance of miniſters is not only 
plainly contradictory to the injunction above 
mentioned, but is alſo utterly inconſiſtent 
with the benevolence and dignity of the 
Goſpel, which holds forth the mercy and 
falvation of God without money and with- 
out price. And ſurely nothing, with which 
the chriſtian religion can be ſuppoſed to 
have any ene en, can be more repug- 
nant to its purity and perfection. The 


Goſpel is the power of God unto ſalva- 


tion to as many as believe“. And is it 
poſſible that this pure and divine gift 


ſhould ever become an article of mercenary 
| traffic ! 


bn repeat that the 88 of effectually 
preaching the Goſpel is a more extraordi- 
nary and important diſpenſation than that of 
working miracles, and ought to be eſteem- 


ed as far above the reach of venal profti- 
tution. 


* Rom. c. I. v. 6. 


© 1) 


zution. Yet it was the latter only,“ we 
are told, that the apoſtles were directed to 
exert without price. The former, though 
of as pure and divine an origin and of in- 
finitely greater moment in its effects, or at 
leaſt the pretenſions to it may be taken to 


the beſt mhrket, and, contrary to all the 
laws 


* And to prove this we are referred to the inſtance of 
Simon the magician's wanting to purchaſe the gifts of the 
_ Holy Spirit with morey : as if the power, with which the 
goſpel was preached, was leſs a gift of the Holy Spirit 
than that of working miracles, . It is true, Simon had been 
a witneſs of the miracles wrought by the apoſtles, and 
probably might wiſh to be endued with the ſame power, 
ſo different from, and ſuperior to that by the exerciſe of 
which he had formerly deluded the people and won their 
admiration : yet it was not till ſome time afterwards, when 
he ſaw that through laying on of the apoſtles hands 25e 
Holy Ghoſt was given, that he offered them money; ſay- 
ing, give me alſo 2b power, that on whomſoever I lay 
hands, he may receive the Holy Ghoſt. And that the 
receiving the Holy Ghoſt was not unconnected with 
preaching, or the working miracles the only gift of the 
Holy Spirit, the following paſſages in W do I think 
abundantly | prove. | | 


6 A0 Thogen to ſpeak (fayeth the apoſtle . ö 


FRE ) 


laws of a free-trade, thoſe who ob/tinately+ 
refuſe to purchaſe at the price demanded 
may be compelled to pay an hundred times 
as much, or ſtripped of every earthly poſ- 
| ſeſſion, torn from their neareſt connections 
and native homes, cruelly beaten: and im- 
prey for life, or rather for death.: + And 
18 


at the beginning. Then remembered I the word of the 


7 


Lord, how that he ſaid, John indeed baptized with water, 
5 ye ſhall be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt . * 


Such was the ſupernatural bativicg power that attend- 
ed apoſtolic preaching. And that it proceeded from the 
ſame Spirit that wrought miracles, was equally freely 
given, and ought to be, as it certainly was, diſpenſed 
without money and without price, the following citations | 
do clearly evince.——* Now there are diverſities of gifts, 
but 2he ſame Spirit. And there are differences of admi- 
niſtrations, but the ſame Lord. And there are diverfi- 
ties of operations, but it is the ſame God that worketh 
in all. But the manifeſtation of the Spirit is given to 
Every man to profit withal, For to one is given by the 
Spirit the word of wiſdom ; to another the word of know- 
ledge by the ſame Spirit; to another faith by the ſame 
Spirit; to another the gift of healing by the ſame Spirit x 
to another the aworking of miracles ; to another prophecy ; 
to another diſcerning of Spirits; to another divers kinds 
of tongues ; ; to another the h of : 


6 


is it poſſible that, in this enlightened age, 
in this land of freedom, an appeal to the 
cCollected wiſdom and virtue of a chriſtian 
country, againſt thoſe laws which ſtill au- 
thoriſe ſuch inhuman proceedings, ſhould 
have recently been made in yan ! 

The hiſtory of the ſufferings of the peo- 
ple called Quakers, for conſcientiouſly re- 
fuſing to pay tithes, might with ſignal juſ- 
tice be bound up with char of the Spaniſh 

| "Rn 


But all theſe worketh that « one e and the ſelf-lame Spirit 
dividing. to every man ſeverally as he will. 1 CoR, c. xii. 
b. 411.” Wherefore then were the apoſtles © to exert 
their miraculous gifts (by which the author of the ad- 
dreſs certainly means the power of performing miracles) 
without price;”” and yet to be under no ſuch limitation 
with reſpect to the other gifts of the Holy Spirit, with- | 
out which they could no more preach the goſpel effec. 
tually, than they could * heal the ſick, cleanſe the lepers, 
raiſe the dead, or caſt out devils ?”—In my _ there | 
never was a vainer diſtinction. 


A term uſed in a late debate in the Houſe of Peers, 
by ms Chief Juſtice, inftead of conſeientieny. 


} By a publication, that made its appearance about the 
year 1738, we find that there had been proſecuted in the 


— ly * * 2 * 5 * % _ 
> - 
of . - 7 a. 5M, id 
gage RE In ono gr — — mites, og — ug” TT tay Rs OE 
. — _ - — — 
* * N * 
— 


( 22 ) 


Inquiſition, and ſtand as one laſting monu- 
ment of antichriſtian tyranny, on which 


the moſt diſtant ages might look with won- 


der, pity and deteſtation : ſo might the pe- 
riſhing infamy of perſecutors be preſerved, 
together with the too-much neglected me- 
morials of ſuffering virtue, for the warning 
and inſtruction of ſucceeding S generations to 
the end of time. 


It is true, in the paſſage quoted in the 
addreſs, our Saviour bids his diſciples to 
make no proviſion of money or cloaths for 
their Journey, ſaying the workman is wor- 


thy of his meat. And it is equally true 


that the principles of the People called 

Quakers contain nothing repugnant to this 

command and declaration of Jeſus Chriſt, 
to 


Exchequer, Eccleſiaſtical and other Courts, for demands 5 
recoverable by the acts of the 7th and 8th of William III. 


for the more eaſy recovery of tithes, &c. above eleven 


hundred of the People called Quakers, of whom near 
three hundred were committed to priſon, and ſeveral of 
them died priſoners, 2 | 


( 23 ) 
to the government of whoſe Holy Spirit 


they 1 deſire in all ing to com- 
mit themſelves. | 


If I am not miſtaken in the author of 
the addreſs, I once put into his hands Bar- 
clay's Apology, which he returned to me 
unperuſed. Had he then condeſcended to 
examine, with the attention and candour 
he profeſſes, the arguments contained in 
that juſtly celebrated performance, I might 
now have appealed to his recollection in- 
ſtead of quoting the following few lines 
out of the many that might be introduced 
on this _— 


0 We freely acknowledge (fayeth Ro- 
bert Barclay) that there is an obligation 
upon ſuch, to whom God ſends, or among 
whom he raiſeth up a miniſter, that if need 
be, they miniſter unto his neceſſities: ſe- 
condly, that it is lawful for him to receive 
what is neceflary and convenient. What 
we on! is, that this is all that the Scrip- 

; tures 
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tures relating to this thing do grant. That 
which we then oppoſe in this matter is, 
firſt, that it ſhould be conſtrained and 
limited : ſecondly, that it ſhould be ſuper- 


fluous, chargeable, ' and ſumptuous : and 


_ thirdly, the manifeſt abuſe thereof. 


Upon theſe different heads the apologiſt 
treats with a perſpicuity and force, that 


| deſerve at leaſt a candid attention. 


The bY of 1 to a maintenance 


ean in no inſtance be more juſt and neceſ— 
fary, than when they are duly qualified 


and /ent abroad to preach the goſpel. Se- 
parated from their accuſtomed means of 


ſubſiſtence, having left every thing for the 
| fake of their brethren, and in obedience to 


their Maſter's call—as labourers in the 
neyard, as ſojourners in a ſtrange land, 
as b meſſengers ſent to deliver the gladdeſt 


tidin gs that ever rejoiced the hearts of 

drooping mortals—as embaſſadors from the 
King of Kings, proclaiming peace and 
good will to men, they are juſtly entitled 


to 


( 25) 
to the kindeſt and moſt welcome reception 
they can poſſibly receive. By that part of 
the world that is worthy of them, they will 
be honoured and beloved wherever they go, 
and whencalled from works to rewards, they 
will be had in everlaſting remembrance—- - 
Having been inſtrumental in turning many 
to righteouſneſs, they will ſhine as the ſtars 
in the firmament for ever, and ever! 


1 ſay it is impoſſible the miniſters' chitin | 
to a maintenance ſhould in any caſe exiſt 
with more juſtice, or be demanded with 
greater propriety than in that I have juſt 
mentioned. Yet do We not find, even 

here, much leſs where miniſters are neither 
qualified nor ſent, of whom it may well 
be aſked, who hath required this at your 
| hands ?—I fay we do not find even here 
that the apoſtles were either authoriſed, or 
inthe leaſt diſpoſed ro uſe compulſion. They 
were to ſhake off the duſt from their feet 
as a teſtimony againſt thoſe who would not 
receive them; a moſt ſtriking, diſintereſt- 
| D ed, 


( 26 ) 

ed, and noble manner of teſtifying their 
entire independence upon ſuch as did not 
chuſe to receive their miniſtry. And al- 
though theſe by rejefting them, rejected 
him who ſent them, and incurred the dan- 
ger of becoming leſs the objects of divine 
forgiveneſs in the day of judgment, than 
the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrha,* 
yet were they to. be brought before no hu- 
man tribunal, nor ſubjected to any human 
power for their diſobedience. And no-, 
let any Berean whatever point out to me, 
if he can, the moſt diſtant reſemblance be- 
tween the conduct of the Apoſtles and pri- 
mitive Teachers of Chriſtianity upon fuch 
occaſions, and-that of our learned Biſhops, 
their profeſſed meek, humble, ſelf-denying 

followers and ſucceſſors. There certainly 
never did exiſt, the human imagination 

cannot conceive a more ſtriking contraſt. 
< Behold (fayeth Jeſas Chriſt to his apoſ- 
tles) I ſend you forth as ſheep in the midſt 
of wolves : be ye therefore wiſe as fer- 


Matt. c. x, 9. 1 5. 


C7 3 


pents and harmleſs asdoves.”* How much 
of ſerpentine wiſdom eccleſiaſtical perſecu- 
tions may poſſeſs I cannot tell; but that 

they are not harmleſs as doves is a truth 
indelibly recorded in annals EY 2 
: ck blood. 


The writer of the addreſs, to whom © I 
turn with pleaſure from that barren waſte 
in which no ſalutary plant takes root, no 
verdure quickens,” refers his' readers to 
I Con. c. 1%. v. 115. In the 1 5th verſe 
the apoſtle declares < But I have uſed none 
of theſe things, neither have I written 
theſe things, that it ſhould be ſo done unto 
me.” And afterwards” he adds What 
is my reward then? Yerily that when I 
preach the Goſpel, I may make the Gof- 
pel of Chriſt without charge, that I abuſe 
not my power in the Goſpel.” The apolo- 
gilt very juſtly obſerves that as there is 
neither precept not example for this forced 
and ſtinted maintenance in the Seripture, 
N 
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ſo the apoſtle, in his ſolemn farewel to the 


paſtors and elders of the Church of Ephe- 
ſus, guards them againſt it—AcrTs, c. xx, 
v. 33, 34, 35. But if the thing had been 
either lawful or practiſed, he would rather 
have exhorted them to be content with 
their ſtinted hire, and not to covet more; 


whereas he ſheweth them, firſt, hy his own 
example, that they were not to expect any 
man's ſilver or gold; ſecondly, that they 


ought to work with their hands, for an 


| honeſt livelihood, as he had done; and, 
laſtly, he exhorts them ſo to do from the 


words of Chriſt ; becauſe it is more blefled 
to give than to receive; ſhewing that it 1s 
ſo far from being 2 thing that. a true mi- 


niſter ought to aim at, or expect, that it is 
rather a burden to him, to be brought upon 
| —_— ſo to lack. * 


It would be impoſſible to en upon 
this ſubject, without making uſe of argu- 
ments that have already been often repeated, 
though I will venture to aſſert, never an- 

favered; I ſhall therefore ſend to the Printer 


— 


(29) 


of the Nottingham Journal, in which, 


the foregoing addreſs firſt made its appear- 


ance, a ſmall pamphlet on Tithes, which 


J ſhall requeſt him to preſent, with a copy 
of theſe remarks, to the author of the ad- 
dreſs, who, I think, has no right to call 
upon the profeſſors of any religious princi- 
ples to give him reaſons for the hope that 
is in them, until he ſhall have fairly an- 
{wered thoſe oy have _ repeatedly 


: — 


I muſt not conclude held Curry obſer- 
vations without taking ſome notice of a 
ſerious charge brought againſt the authors 


of the yearly meeting epiſtle ; which is no 
leſs than that of having combined together, 
knowingly and intentionally, to deceive 


their countrymen. Such conduct would 


but ill accord with that probity and love of 
truth, for which their accuſer, in the be- 
ginning of his — 1 them credit. 5 


. . 4» 
The 
. 


( © } 


The compariſon he makes is between 
the number of perſons who join the peo- 
ple called Quakers from a ſerious convic- 
tion of the rectitude of their principles; 

and thoſe who leave them under an equally 

ſerious conviction of their abſurdity. As 
for ſuch as are diſmembered by the ſociety 

for their diſorderly walking and immoral 

conduct; their ſenſual diſſipated lives; their 

corrupt principles and bad practices, as they 

come not within the deſcription of thoſe 
numerous reſpectable characters who are 

conſtantly abandoning our communion, 

from a conviction of the abſurdity of many 

of our principles; zhey of courſe are to be 

left out of the account ;* and then the com- 
1 . pariſon 

* Thoſe, alſo, ſhould be excepted, who, though born 
of parents profeſſing the principles of the People called 
Quakers, have been ſo little i-/fra#ed in them, that on 
leaving the ſociety they give up nothing but a aame. And 
this claſs. may perhaps be more numerous than ſome ima» 
gine, or others are willing to confeſs, Certain it is, that 
merely nominal members contribute nothing to the weight 
and reſpectability of any chriſtian community by contiau- 
ing in it; ſo neither do they, by withdrawing tbemſelves, 
invalidate the truth, or diminiſh the excellence of thoſe 


| doctrines, which they have never ſufficiently conſidered, 
or rightly underſtood, | 


„ 


pariſon will not, I am perſuaded, prove, 


what the writer of the addreſs boldly afſ- 


ſerts, and what, he ſays the writers of the 
yearly meeting epiſtle could not but have 
known, that the ſociety is gradually de- 
clining in this country. 


What information he hath received, 
from what quarter it came, by what mo- 
tives he hath been led, or in what manner 
qualified to make the compariſon, I do not 
know : but this I certainly do know, that 
before he ventured to bring forward ſo ſe- 
vere a charge againſt perſons of acknow- 
ledged probity and virtue, whom, in other 
reſpects he himſelf profeſſes to admire and 
_ approve, he ovght to have been furniſhed 
with the cleareſt and ſtrongeſt evidence of 
the truth of the fads upon which it is 
founded. Let him then prove if he can, 
1. That the ſociety, from the compariſon 
above-mentioned fairly and fully made, ir 
upon the decline : and 2dly, That the 


writers of the yearly meeting epiſtle could 


not but have known that to have been the 
| real 
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real ſtate of the caſe. Let him do this,— 


or if he cannot, which I verily believe, 1 
hope he will have the candour and the 


Juſtice to acknowledge, that he has brought 


A haſty charge without ſufficient founda- 
—_ Vf. 

It is not a difference of opinion, a diſ- 
agreement about the ſignification of any 
particular paſſage of Scripure, or an error 


in argument that we are now conſidering, 


but a palpable, intentional breach of vera- 
city. The characters of the writers of the 
epiſtle are groſsly attacked, not as mem 
bers of any particular religious commu- 


nity, not as ſcholars or philoſophers, hut 
as chriſtians and men. Once more, then, 
either prove the truth of the accuſation, or 


confeſs that it is not true. Even chriſtian 


meekneſs doth not require a tame, unex- 


poſtulary ſubmiſſion to groundleſs af pers 


ſions. 


 Whow the mouliicude of  reſpotable has 
raters who have abandoned the princi iples 


We 


CY) 


we profeſs, from a ſerious conviction of 
their abſurdity, exiſt, what country they in- 
habit, in what city, town or village they 
are to be found, I cannot imagine. In the 
courſe of my acquaintance with the world, 
which hath not been the moſt circum- 
{cribed, I have not met with or heard of 
any number, that will admit of compari- 
ſon with that of ſuch, as have embraced 
theſe principles from a ſerious conviction. 
of their truth, and faithfully adhered to 
them from a ſenſible experience of their 
purifying and ſaving influence. 


Having accuſed the writers of the circu- 

lar letter of aſſerting and publiſhing what 
they knew to be falſe, the author of the 
addreſs ſeems to think it neceſſary to ac- 
count for their having ſo done. In doing 

this he ſuppoſes them influenced by an in- 
tention to impoſe upon their countrymen 
a belief of the ſociety's increaſe. That the 
prevalence of evangelical righteouſneſs may 
continue to increaſe till the earth ſhall 
be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as 
the waters cover the ſea” (Is A. c. xi. v. 9) 
is indeed what every one, who has the ho- 
5 — - nour 


( 34 ) 


nour of God, or the good of men at hearr, 
cannot but devoutly wiſh: but thoſe who 
are acquainted with the principles and prac- 
tices of the people called Quakers, as a re- 
hgious ſociety, and who judge fairly and 
candidly concerning them (and to ſuch 
only we appeal) will confeſs that they do 
not, nor ever did conſider an admiſſion into 
outward fellowſhip with them as excluſively 
ehareAeritic of chriſtian converſion. 


They hah always believed that, ac- 
cording to the apoſtle Peter's declaration 
ACTS, c. x. v. 34 © of a truth God is no 
refpecter of perſons: but in every nation 
he that feareth him, and worketh righ- 
teouſneſs, is accepted with him.” And I 

am perſuaded that no ſociety of profeſſing 
chriſtians are leſs r with a miſ- 


guided indiſereet zeal either to make, or 


have it thought they have made, many pro- 
ſelytes; or leſs diſpoſed to ſet up a ſtand- 
ard of their own for the people to flock to. 
To uſe the words of a late miniſter of the 
church of England, ** they invite all to the 
marriage of the Lamb, but no one to THEM=- 
SELVES.” Even when applies to, their 
admiſſion 


( 35 ) 

admiſſion of members into outward fellow- 
ſhip with them 1s invariably preceded by a 
cautious circumſpection and prudent deli- 
beration, ſeldom obſerved, at leaſt in fo 
remarkable a degree, in any other chriſtian 
community. So that true religion doth 
prevail, they care not under what form 
it appears, or by what name it is called: 

nevertheleſs they cannot but know, that 
the unchangeableneſs of the divine nature, 
the en e ee and eternal immutability 
of truth can never authoriſe an endleſs 
diverſity of opinions. Ile who is the 
ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever from 
whom every perfect gift cometh, and with 
whom is no variableneſs, nor ſhadow of . 
turning—who is juſt and true in all his 
ways can never be the author of the in- 
numerable inconſiſtencies and contradic- 
tions that have obtained in the minds of 
degenerate men, and formed the far great - 
er part of the different ſyſtems of philoſo- 
phy and religion which have prevailed in 
the world, for the ſake of ſome of which 
men and brethren have n one 
another. 


I ſhall 1 theſe remarks whih ex- 
preſſing 
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preſſing a wiſh, that great abilities and na- 


 Zurally good diſpoſitions, where ever they are 
found, may be happily not only preſerved 
from every kind of proſtitution or miſap- 
plication ; but that they may be ſo wiſely 


directed and exerted, as effectually to an- 


ſwer the noble purpoſes for which they 
were certainly given, —the glory of the Crea- 
tor, and the real exaltation and true bappr: 
neſs of hrs creatures. 


Þ 


| === 
POSTSCRIPT. 


= writing the foregoing I have 
thought, that it might not be unconducive 
to the end propoſed, to add the followin 
brief reaſans, why the People called Qua- 
kers do not pay tithes :—they were taken 
from a pamphlet, entitled © Tracts on 
Tithes,“ printed at Nalin in the year 
1786. 

1. Beckuſe tithes were 3 by 
God, only under the Moſaical law, for the 
portion of the Levites, in lieu of their in- 


. heritance in the land of Canaan, as well as 


for their ſervice in the Temple; which 
bein ng 


„ 
F 5 being long aboliſhed and deſtroyed, all 
3780 obligation to pay tithe, as of God's appoint- 


ment, ceaſed therewith. 


2. Becauſe being a part of the cere- 
monial law, which was abrogated for evet 
by our Saviour's offering himſelf once for 
all a propitiatory ſacrifice for the ſins of 
the whole world, to pay or receive tithes 
now is to continue that in part which he 
came to aboliſh for ever. 


* 3. Becauſe we are of the judgment, 
all compulſory maintenance of miniſters is 
contrary to the doctrine of Chriſt Jeſus, 
our great Lord and Law-giver, who firſt 
and above all others ſhould be heard in 
this matter, and whoſe injunction, we are 
of opinion, virtually prohibits the practice, 
under the Goſpel, as the ſame is expreſſed 
1n his charge to the firſt miniſters thereof: 
Freely ye have received. > freely give.“ 


4. Becauſe we find no precept nor 
precedent ia the New Teſtament for the 


receiving or paying of tithes ; but on the _ 
5 contrary we underſtand the payment f 
7 | fithes, and all forced maintenance of min 
mi ſters = 
V' Matt, cd c. 8 ä 

* 


C3 
ſters, to be in direct oppoſition to the apof. 
Werl doctrine and practice. 


„5. Becauſe, by eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, 
e Selden's Hiſtory of Tithes, it 
appeareth that tithes were not claimed or 
paid in the chriſtian cagreb for the three 
firſt centuries. 


« 6, Becauſe tithes were one of the 
many innovations and impoſitians intro- 
duced into the Church in the night of groſs 
darkneſs and apoſtacy from the original pu- 

rity, and as ſuch are to be rejected, with- 
ſtood and teſtified againſt in the reformation 
or return from the apoſtacy. 


: . Becauſe tithes for the ſole uſe of the 
| 3 3 obtained not till about the 
thirteenth century, when they were ap- 
pointed to be ſo paid by a decretal epiſtle . 
Pope Innocent III. 1755 

4 g. Becauſe the n of FER OY 
directing the payment thereof, appears a 
plain contradiQtion to the ordinance of _ 
Chriſt, -whoſe ardinances in point of con- 

ſcience we are bound to obey. 


But we find ĩt urged againſt acai 
+ Aa Ce XX. Ve 33, 3% 35. 1 Theſſ. c. ii. v. 9. 


2 . c. iii. v. 7, 8. 1 Cor. c. ix. v. 18, 19. 
| I Pet. Co v. . 2, 3. 


( 39 ) 

the clergy do not now claim tithe by divine 
right, but as the proviſion for their ſupport 
appointed by the laws of the land. This 
objection, however, appears to us more ſpe- 
cious than ſolid. The national laws in 
this particular are grounded on confidera- 
tions inadmiſſible by us; they enforce the 
payment of tithes on the ſuppoſition of di- 
vine right, as“ due to God and holy church”; 
whoever therefore claims tithe by the laws, 
virtually claims them as due by divine 
right, for the law (as far as we underſtand) 
grants them on no other conſideration, and 
therefore our reaſons againſt paying them 
are not invalidated by ſuch as urge the | 
law of the land againſt us. 


We admit the power of the civil ma- 
giſtrate and the obligation of human laws 


| their full {cope in civil ſociety, as far as 


they regard merely civil matters, and ſo 
far we pay full ſubmiſſion thereto, reſerving 

to God the things which are God's, parti- 
cularly the fole dominion over the con- 
| ſcience, Whoever will carry his reaſoning = 
from the force of human laws further than 


this, in our apprehenſion, will extend it 
5 beyond | 


71. Preamble to the ac dim cas Henry vit. 


$54 


more important; ; nothing, that God can 
8 is „ Oy n 5 2 


beyond the 88 of bee, of the, 
principles of the chriſtian religion, 204 


thoſe of the reformation.” 


My reaſons for prefixing the Po 097" to 
this: remarks upon it were, 1. That if I 


ſhould have miſapprehended, or uninten- 


tionally miſrepreſented the writer's mean- 
ing, his own words might be eaſt] y recur- 


21 to. 2. That 1 with 10 extend the circu- 
lation of an inquiry, which may poſſibly 


lead to.a free and candid diſcuſſion: of ſub- 


jects moſt intereſting to mankind, and be 


a means of calling into exertion the abili- 


ties of others, well qualified to explain, 
eſtabliſh and recommend the ſublime truths 
of the Goſpel. A free and impartial in- 
quiry after truth certainly indicates a noble 
and moſt commendable diſpoſition ; a diſ- 
© poſition, which every man ought himſelf 
to labour after, and to the utmoſt. of his 


power to encourage in other, as the great 


| » foundation of all. 1 knowled 8e, of all 
true virtue, and of all ſincere religion. hd : 


. Nothing, that man can receive, is 


